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Take the best of South America,
then shrink it to about Nevada's size, and you have
[Fenador, Wedged between Colombia and Peru
and abutting the Pacihic Ocean, Ecuador is one
of the most geographically and culturally diverse
countries on the planet. The lofly Andes form

a rocky spime of snowcapped voleanoes from
north to south. To the east is the Amazon basm,
with tribes that have only recently been exposed
to modern life. To the west are the subtropical
coastal plains, with miles of pristing beaches.

[ocals are fond of boasting that within hours,

vou can zigzag through crisp mountain high-

lands; stroll on roads lined with opulent churches
built by conguistadors in Quito; and swim with
pink dolphins in the Amazon rain forest.
Iicuador’s tascinating interior has long been
overshadowed by the Galdpagos Islands, its
attention-hogging archipelago. While package
tours there threaten Darwin’s muses, the mystical
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OTAVALO

WHERE TO STAY

¥ Hesteria Hacienda Pinsaqul

Thaee D imicla ahmcat thees canturss
ol used tor b krcwery ot ins besstile
prmchuction, Mow 115 a bovely 20-o0m
el wath riding stables

BT {104 - A1 i, ioovms from FES
{inchies tae} harsmodspirnamna com

# Haclanda Fideta Oine of Fruadare
inagl [emniis hacendas s alaa

woding Hmpp €0 thus umge prapmry Are
an embroidery wordkshep, 3 condor
mhabiltaticn project, 8 chese bactory,
and stabde full of Zuleteno horses
"n'F*.-':"l-\.-'-‘: fi- 212 sparras firwn 32580
(Inchudes tax) zuleta com

WHERE TO EAT
& DRINK

The restairants at thi haciemdas ane
gererally excellent

WHAT TO DO

Towrs on horsaback Both hacendas
AR DFTpATETe o (FLLIR TR 1‘|| iouird
Sharnan cheansing in Bwman This toy
williacpe riear Pinsaga i krown for its
shaman pogeilation. Haciends Pintagul
Ea T o of those wereal

euperienons for pou

WHERE TO SHOP
Oitavalo Market [ ke indigancus erafty
ket basrm (i oo oF thee it sl
ks inn the Andesif not a8 of South
Amaerica Hr:ng el Bille

MAKING IT HAPPEN ECUADOR

Crafts villages & chuster of sl
villages & just cutsade Otavalo Buy
bmaiifual brewtilies i Prepichee, Agato
uman, San Bomue, and Carabusla;
wood carvings in San Antonic: and
leathar in Lotacachi

BANOS & PATATE
GETTIMNG THERE

An uforgottable thres-and-a-half hols
drive south from Chullo shonog the
wrbcamor-tned Pan Arrecican Higlsy:

WHERE TO STAY

v Haciendns Mantales Lovinghy
réstared and passed down through
riany generations, this wondirful hame
in the valley of Manteles (55 unnere
unto Hvalf Forests full of waterfalls and
archids are nedrby to mpions on foot o
iy hiarselack, S8I(2003-3484; jodms
frarn BAS: hacienclarnandsbesoom

¥ Samari Spa Resort Mo expense has
hasn spaned at this e meson, iechod in
the midae of mphy cutragoous natesi
Braty. Svam in the glids-encased pool
anvd inditge in elay treatmants that ime

local volcanic mud, S93/3-274-1855
roms froor 380 iamaeipa.com

WHERE TO EAT

& DRINK

Café Marlane Truz Frovencal cusine
in & rustie, umaysuming setimg. Mo
phene: at the intersection of Mallanre
an Harafuprin

Reginas Café Rastaurant Alaman
Thin #ccentric Garrman eateny 5 ab the
feae of this Caecada Chamana watecfall
593/5-274-007; chamanapambacom

WHATTO DO

Vinleano watching Hacienla Mantéles
will arrange & trip to nearhy chsermtion
station Las Amtenas.

Mirador el Panecillo Climks to the top
of this bl near Bafos for sweeping
viws of the town

Soak In natural het springs La Macins
de la Virgan has two vary hot pooks and
ice=ciald water that s cirectly from
the rrcuntary, 3935275004462

Jungle bike ride Hive goor batel
aerange this ride, from Bafles to Puya,
passing watorfl an the way

El Pailén del Dinklo The larmgest

waterall in the area, whose name mears

the D'y aaildran

KAPAWI
GETTING THERE

The ctandand route it to tabe a fight
Trcsonn Cluntis that cormects i either Shall
or Cocavin prcddhe prrgser o the dat
atrszrig in Kapawi, [T dveady in the wouth
WLl £RN BYTaTS Chstn e 'ﬂ',1r||_| fram
Muewa Loja to Shell or Coca, Upan
arrival at thee Aaduiar comrmmity’s
alrsarip, 3tatf frem the lodge greets
guests and leads them to a cance for g
15-rrirete ricke up the Capabuar dver
The echgs miakes afl oF the travel
arrangemwents for pou

WHERE TO STAY
fﬂapﬂwi Ecnrndg,l.l £ Reverve
Located 150 miles sautheadt of Gluto
i a remote past of the Ecuadarian
Amazon, the Eapawi Ecolode and
Resarye nifersa unigue way to get 1o
kg Bash the Amaren and the Achuar
pecple wha run the solar-powered
lodge; where 20 thatched-roal cabanas
afe perchod abova the Kacawl Lagoon,
Hates inchucke all activities and mealk
SRT 42285771 doubles from SE70 gt
(gl rrsmioarin )l ackd appracirmatily
5224 for fleghit ang camdese o kapanw

WHATTO DO

The lodge affers a baunty of dady
wrcursians, ranging from bird watching
10 Achuae comerilininy v
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dered shirls sweeping trough candlelit hall-
wavssed the ald-warld gt HELS A bl k-andawhing
phote of Madesto Tamea Tyon (the greal-
prandtather of owner Pedro Freile Guarderas)
nest b lis nered parmmowr Frda Kalhilo
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Rowun ™o with lis rrnsdresy, the beutiful
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lake Laguna Culcacha, Dine at the haclenda's
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IE o' like to venture out to eat, visit the por
geows Huciendn Zuletn o short nde away,
Sinee it's a x'-||I|n1|-_' tarm, the kitehen delivers
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a place o stay, either: Wy ovwned by e deseen-
dants of former president Calo Plaza Lasso

and has 11
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hand-embrowdlered Zaleteio hinens,

Just i the hill from Pinsaaqui is a tiny village
citlled WMuamam, which i Gaous for its shaman
population. I vou'd like an authentic evil-spirit
|.||.'.l||'.il'|$:_ ask Lacita at |’i|'|-.:||.|||; o arrange a
vist with a shaman for vou. There's a tiny old
lacy whe is said lo be particularly powerful

never o that, of visaling her om a Hl:lr1||:|5._

vou might have te wait for her te retum from

Mixss

||||i|.||a|' elainnis ton Bvone Coilidendin i ks fow

CHher neiphboring towns alse have

||'|'Il‘v||l|l|lr|| iI'I”'u I'Ii:llll.l L'JIJ'II'II IIII.III'IIJII'_:I:-
figurines: Cavnmmibse 15 Brsons fer lzeochos, bis-
curits served with clieese and carmelized milk;
and Caotaenehi w e leather-molkang cagninl

wilh exgquisite products it the best prices

PATATE & BANOS

South of Quite, a world of

volcanic wornder

he dove south fromm Csite, along the Fan
American Highway, s easily one of the most
'\I TN T ||||“- ||'||I||H':..'| m |1Ir '|'|I|II|I 1,| I!'II " II
the Avenue of the Veleanoes '-l:- the celebrited
[Yth-century exglorer Alesander von | Tnm-
EIIII\.II_ IIH' ILI'-H-EL;I' |||||'|'|'| IrIIII'II'_'-II 1 \.IIIJ". IIII!'II
willy eielit of the comibns nghest voleame
EIL:IL\ e about three and & hall hours,
vt l resach Patate, a farmdng village known
fuai |s||-|||||'||t'_; s ol 1Tve Dest ..:r.l.rrrf:."rll‘-'. H
pu'la.lzl SERRFAT TG |||.|||H|. | I'r" a -_'_|.1-.|.|'|'| ||.-;|-.J It
the elegant Hacienda  Manteles, Lovingly
restored and passed down Hhwongh genera-
Bocenis, B s o exeellent base Trom which 1o
|'\|r|1r||' 1he .1II'i1_1'\'|K'i'i.I”_‘- e als Frelanilons
protection from Tunguralie, @ voleano that is
currently living up te its nickname of Maother
Throat Fiee, Al [press e, e behemed by was
SpewiIng steam and ash onlo the nearby lown
III .Ilill-ll.l'\-_ '|'|||||-'||||I:|:1' HI '.1'”|m ||I':'|I 'iIII'II ':‘II
ors are while, yellow, orange, and red ). Con.
sult the latest activity reports betore venturing
tor theee ||':::i-:|:| {(verdeatsre, siadie)

Manteles is |‘.~:'Ih.'|:'1|j. |'l|.'r|.'|'|l.'l:| lo see the awe-
soine sight of lava sparks, a tpical occurrence
evenn o Dinees ol Tosw ;u,'liril_\_:.'cl, s sibunabed so gy
o be out of danger, Cet a (Gontinued on .59

S raim fs'fp:lmlx i .

their panamn

LOCAL SLANT

Hungarian-born Laszle Karclyiis an
unlikely cheerleader for Ecuador. but
his consertium of hotels and haciendas
sets the standard for luxury there.

Hoteher Laszhd Karohy b rot you

rilathvad and bas

iy with i glant po
iliaverguars. ran e this lorest wathens dhetecton
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Wi inranes, privabe tours
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